Virulence of chick embryo fibroblast-passaged flury HEP rabies virus and its revertants in mice.
Chick embryo fibroblast-passaged Flury high egg passage (HEP) rabies virus failed to kill nude mice or cyclophosphamide-treated mice when inoculated intracerebrally. The virus regained neurovirulence for adult mice after three passages in mouse neuroblastoma C1300 cells (NA cells). However, even after 20 passages in NA cells, the virulence could not be increased to the level shown by the virus passaged several times in suckling mice. Some physiological and biological properties of the virus showing and not showing mouse virulence after five serial passages and after one single passage in NA cells, respectively, were compared.